Bittle diorama shows Marfa as it was, maybe
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MARFA - Jojanne Bittle's show ag the Ewgene
Blnder gallery Is old schaol Marfa. Like, really
ald school, back before thare were hipsters at
the laundrgmal or the funeral ame became a
dancehall; before ranchers drank coffee at the
Thunderbird or pilots learmed to fly at the Army
air base and aven before Spanish missionaries
came and the Jumanas gainted Rash-marks on

Jolanne Bithie stands beside @ ciprama boill inte che Gock | cawve walls,
off & LiMay praiker (5L photo by FRED COVARRLEIAE
eh
"Thiz is what the arga mightwe lopked lke 250-

290 mrillion years ago in the Pereaian Paried
when the reglan was covered by o shallow Sea,” the srtist said as she gestured at the diorama in

frant af hor.

Buily neatly into the back of a W-Haw trailer is 2 dassic diorama ableaw: strange prote-sheimp
laaking creatures, yellow soa sponges, barnacles, red wbe-like worms, sea urching, coral. It
laaks like something aut of & sixth grade fleld trip %9 a natural history museum, which makos
sense, singe Bitile has quite possibly the coolest job ever, She's among the team members who
create digramas for the American Museum of Matural Hiswaey in Mew York Gity.

*Peaple love diaramas,” she acknowledged. *They get emotianal about them. It has samething to
do with making the real non-real.™

Biwtie grew up in the Midwest ard moved to Now Yark after college, where she worked in the
fast-paced, high-end world of Christie’s auctian house. After 9¢11, she began valunteering at the
matural history museum and ewventweally joined the museurn staff in administrative and cducatian

roles. WWhen a preparator opportunity opened, she jumped at it

“wWorking with the scientists is fascinating,” she said. “They know 50 muech but then hew do yau
s it in front of you? There's @ translation of the facts the scientist knews and how it is
paFCEiviR.”

Bittie's paintings of [ackrabbits and insects had graced the Binder gallery walls several times, Shi
started thinking about & dicrama of the ared about 2 vear ago and prepared foe it by amassing a
catalogue of background material and research, The resulting digrama is somewhere belweoen
fact and Tiction. Mothing in the piece looks unscientific oF desssative = it all looks like raal stuff
that actwally existed, and a lot of it is,

“Far that trilabive, [ casied a real wilebite and modeled a head wsing o shark’s woth and a squid
LEine as its tail" she said, "We'd never gut that at the museem - we wouldat have pat shark™
teeth in it head.”

The diffErance batwoan Bee doy Sab ot the moetoum and Bher art i the feeodam 1@ make whatayvos
shi thinks will Suit her wark. The history muturn requires scientiflie rigor and a3 much dacuracy
oz possible. But if she wants te dust her Permian Bagin diorama with sparkling iron pyrite, she

(=111 8

“1 waz in contrel of the design,® sald Bittle. *I casted, [ madeled and palnted and figured angles,
designed the catalogue. My art is the decision-making in the process and the studio. It a collage
of past and present.”

Alang with the dicrama is Bittie's painting of a kingfisher, the catalegue she made and assorted
jars af striped bark scorplons.

Jaln Bitthe fram 9-11pm Fridey whin Bor shéw “Prosoecving Sass Extinctiaon: A Mectable
Larsdenpn® Spors with o redeptios &t the gallesy, 218 N, Highland,



